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With the exception of Peru, governments throughout the Americas condemned the coup
d'etat carried out in Guatemala on May 25 by President Jorge Serrano. Under the auspices
of the Organization of American States (OAS), several countries began pushing for a harsh
hemispheric response to pressure Serrano to back down and return the country to constitutional
rule. Governments in the neighboring Central American countries, as well as in Mexico, all
expressed concern over the events in Guatemala, although they stopped short of issuing an outright
condemnation of Serrano for the move. The presidents of El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua and
Costa Rica agreed to hold an emergency meeting in early June to adopt a joint strategy regarding
the Guatemalan crisis. In Bolivia, the Foreign Ministry issued a statement expressing "profound
concern" over the coup. The statement indicated that the government in La Paz was analyzing the
developments in Guatemala together with other member-nations of the Rio Group. Bolivia has
neither diplomatic nor trade relations with Guatemala. The governments of Colombia, Ecuador and
Chile issued separate communiques expressing "profound concern" over Serrano's power grab,
and urging a quick resolution to the crisis. The Venezuelan government characterized Serrano's
move as "an abrupt break with the rule of law" and recalled its ambassador to that country, Sadio
Garavini, for consultations with interim president Octavio Lepage. Echoing a sentiment widely
held in Central and South America, a statement issued by the Venezuelan Foreign Ministry
characterized the coup as a "threat to the consolidation of democracy throughout the continent."
The Venezuelan government subsequently announced that it would urge the OAS to impose
sanctions on the Serrano government. In Buenos Aires, the Presidents of Brazil and Argentina
issued a joint statement expressing their "strong condemnation" of Serrano's decision to suspend
the constitution. The statement said that Itamar Franco and Carlos Menem are "convinced that
the values of representative democracy and respect for human rights constitute essential elements
and indispensable conditions for stability, peace and development in Latin America." The two
governments called on Serrano to restore the constitution and institutional rule "within the shortest
time possible." The only discordant note came from Alberto Fujimori in Peru. Although Fujimori
said he does not want to be seen as "an exporter of Fuji-coups," he approved of Serrano's move
toward autocracy since it was allegedly done to eliminate corruption. "It seems good to me," said
Fujimori. "People do not want demagoguery disguised as democracy." In Washington, Americas
Watch condemned the coup and called for the immediate suspension of all US assistance except
humanitarian aid. Similarly, the Inter-American Human Rights Commission of the OAS condemned
the action, which it characterized as a violation of Guatemala's international commitments,
including the American Convention on Human Rights. On May 25, OAS Secretary General Joao
Baena Soares convoked an urgent meeting of the foreign ministers from all OAS member nations
in order to evaluate the situation in Guatemala and adopt a unified response. The special session
was scheduled for June 3 in Washington. Meanwhile, the OAS permanent council voted to send a
delegation to Guatemala to investigate the situation and compile a report for presentation at the
June 3 ministerial meeting. The delegation, scheduled to visit Guatemala beginning on May 29, was
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to be headed by Baena Soares. The coup was also condemned by the US, Canada, Germany, France,
and Spain. Several countries, including the US and Germany, suspended most of their aid to the
Guatemalan government. (Sources: Reuter, 05/25/93; Spanish news service EFE, 05/25/93, 05/26/93;
Agence France-Presse, 05/26/93)
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